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vkt to the NAVAL AIR TECHNICAL TRAINING CENTER
Guards at the Main Gate are ever alert to keep out the intruder; but through the
pages of this little volume we invite our friends to enjoy a visit to our station.

<£f
THIS PICTORIAL BOOKLET IS THOUGHTFULLY DEDICATED
TO THOSE BLUEJACKETS, MARINES AND WAVES WHO HAVE
GONE FORTH FROM THIS STATION TO THEIR VARIOUS DUTIES
ON THE FAR-FLUNG BATTLE FRONTS OF THIS GLOBAL WAR.
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Our

^foreword

(CommandingOfficer

The essence of success in modern warfare

|/v It was on the sultry Summer afternoon of June 17, 1942, that a small group of Naval officers
broke ground for the project now known as the Naval Air Technical Training Center.

is distilled out of two commonplace and

A torrid Southern sun beat down on that desolate Shelby County weedpatch in a corner
of West Tennessee as Lt. Comdr. Leonard Kirby, USNR, the station's first
commanding
officer, turned the first spadeful of dirt in soil where once the Army had taught pilots to fly
for World War I.

undramatic operations; the efficient train

Almost miraculously thereafter, the station came into being, labeled for the moment the
Naval Training School (Aviation Maintenance). Temporary headquarters were set up on the
thirteenth floor of the towering Sterick Building overlooking the heart of downtown Memphis.
An intensive campaign was launched to recruit the personnel for the ship's company.

superior material.

The enlistment drive met with instantaneous success. Construction likewise moved ahead
with surprising speed. Indeed, so rapidly did the giant new naval activity take shape that
its commissioning date was advanced to September 23, far ahead of schedule, and the training
of Bluejackets in its three great schools was actually under way in early October.

the work of this station is the intense fact

ing of personnel and the rapid supply of
Illuminating and giv

ing life to the high-pressure monotony of

that our product—training—means sur

Lt. Comdr. Kirby gave way to a new commanding officer, Capt. Norman R. Hitchcock,
USN, and took an important assignment in the farther waters of the turbulent South Pacific.
Under Captain Hitchcock, the first graduates completed their courses in November and left
to take places on Freedom's fighting fronts flung far across the Seven Seas.

vival of the fittest to our individual ship
mates and battles won for the fleet.

When Captain Hitchcock, himself already a veteran of the Pacific fray, received in turn the
call that was to carry him across the Atlantic to still another combat zone, Commander A. R.
Buehler, USN, stepped up to commanding officer from executive officer, a post he had held
since his own transfer to shore duty from active participation in the original invasion of Africa.

For

this high purpose, no matter how good our
product becomes, it is never good enough.

The months brought maturity to NATTC in a multitude of ways. New Bluejacket arrivals
found a steady, comfortable, healthy station with an alert, industrious crew. The Marines began
to land, as did the WAVES and the Marine Women Reservists, all quickly making niches for
themselves in the life within the Center as they were absorbed into the major schools—the
Aviation Machinists Mates' School, the Aviation Ordnancemen's School and the Aviation Radio
men's School.
Its original conception and scope vastly enlarged as the exigencies of global warfare impelled
an increased output of trained Naval personnel, the Naval Air Technical Training Center stands
today as a little city, complete in itself, offering every facility to the Navy man, the WAVE or the
Marine who happens to be stationed here.

COMMANDER, U.S.N.

The Center's complement numbers well into five figures,
its physical environment is both
attractive and utilitarian, and it is doing a job of which the nation might well be boastful.
Weekly, in graduating classes that run into the hundreds, it is sending efficient, determined
air crews to man the planes with which the Navy is contributing its full share toward the
winning of the war. That it will continue to do, until the forces that threaten civilization shall
have been blasted from the surface of the earth.
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Nerve center of the Naval Air Technical Training Center is the dignified,
unpretentious Administration Building. At his desk on the lower deck there
the officer of the day keeps fingers

on the pulse of the entire activity and

Hoisting of the flag was a high point of the station's commissioning Septem
ber 23, 1942. Points of particular interest, even at that early date, included
the Officer's Club (pictured at the right above), Bachelor Officers' Quarters

through the public address system from the nearby control room directs the
daily routine of Bluejackets, WAVES and Marines by the thousands.

(below); and the Captain's Quarters (at lower right).

Familiar sights aboard are the Color Guard and the Navy Drill Team.

It takes a heap o' Bluejackets in this place to make it hum. The Drum

Memphis, too, sees our personnel on dress review at times such as the Red

and Bugle Corps and the Drill Team add color and sound to the scene.

Cross Parade, inaugurating the War Relief Fund Drive or WAVE-SPAR

These and kindred activities keep the Bluejackets abundantly and

Rally Week.

happily busy.

At 0800, six days a week, students by the thousands, stream,
across the grounds from barracks to classes. Their work was
explained to a famous visitor, Lord Halifax, by a former Com
manding Officer, the beloved Capt. Norman R. Hitchcock.
In trouble, here as elsewhere, the Bluejacket knows he can
turn to the Red Cross field office for assistance or solace.

The Marines landed at Millington with the first

Bluejackets

and have been very much aboard from that date. At inspec
tion, in the simple matter of salute, or whatever they may be
doing, the Marines, both men and women, set a fine example
in military conduct for their shipmates.
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Religion has a definite place in the life at NATTC. Whether it be the usual
Official occasions occur now and again, an address by a distinguished
diplomat from over the seas, an inspection of the Marine Aviation
Detachment under arms, or perhaps just a routine drill of Blue
jackets on Seventh Avenue in preparation for such an event.

Sunday morning services in the Recreation Buildings or special Easter Sunrise
Rites in the outdoors of a Dixie dawn, church gatherings never lack for attend
ance for those in the uniform of the Navy.

R

Aviation Machinist Mate School turns out men and women able to maintain and
service the wings of our Navy under all conditions. The acquisition of me
chanical skills and related information is not enough—the "Mech" must have
an aptitude and determination that defies failure.
The AMM school is organized by Phases in a progressive manner, taking the
man or woman through a step-by-step training program of twenty-one weeks.
The Basic Phase lays the foundation; the Airplane Phase acquaints the student
with the structure and function of the parts of the plane; the Engine Phase pro
vides the knowledge of the power plant; while the Operations Phase reviews
the entire learning process by providing actual line operations.

In well lighted hangars where all types of modern airplane motors are available

The airborne Bluejacket becomes very proficient in handling all types of
machine tools, as well as cable splicing along with other mechanical require

the "Mech meets the engine."

ments to "keep 'em flying."

Marines in the AMM school receive the same training as the Bluejackets.

Fabric repair comes in for its share of attention.

With a complete stock of cut-away engines and mechanical mock-ups, the

There are many different uses of hydraulics in the modern piane-theworking of the hydraulic system becomes much simpler and understandable through
the use of mock-ups such as the one shown at right.

instructor can easily explain the mysteries of an airplane motor to his classes.

Competent instructors and the latest model engines give the students a thorough and
complete training, enabling them to take their places in active service.
Care and safety are stressed when making preparations to start an engine.
After a day of classes and work the students are marched off in orderly sections.

Bluejackets and Marines are taught the intricacies of the rifle,
pistol, the Thompson sub-machine gun, the .30 and .50 caliber
aircraft machine guns and the 20 mm. cannon literally from
the "inside out." The shop work culminates in a blindfold test.
On the range he learns to diagnose and correct troubles, and
how to boresight properly.

nance man's domain. With no actual counterpart in civilian life, he is a pro
fessional in the art of war.

On ingeniously devised replica plane and bombracks the Ordnanceman learns
how to arm the Navy's latest fighting craft. At the shotgun range (shown below)
he learns the fundamentals of deflection shooting so essential in bringing down
the enemy.

Getting the feel of a machine gun in a plane and practice in gun handling under
these conditions is thoroughly stressed in the Radioman's course.
Marines in the ARM school receive the same training as the Bluejackets.
All Aviation Radiomen fly.

They are the eyes, the ears, and the voice
All the visual signals used in the fleet

of the fleet, their skill shouts the presence of the enemy and directs the
guns of the battleships. Their ability steers the lost plane to its mother
ship. Their guns protect the pilot and carry the battle to the enemy.
Much depends on their ability; therefore they must be well trained in the
complicated system of radio. They must also know and handle effectively
the machine guns. Upon their shoulders rest much of the serious business
of winning the war.

blinkers and the flags

are taught in the ARM schools using the

on the mast and yard arms as on the ships. Sending and

receiving signals is one of the most picturesque activities of the base.

The control room in the ARM School, NATTC, Memphis, provides specific
code speeds for various stages of student progress.
Semaphore, blinker, and flag hoists provide accurate communications dur
ing radio silence.
Visual education makes its contribution to the training of ARM through
movies, slides, mock-ups, and experimental laboratories.
Learning the code, the language of communication.
The Aviation Radioman—a skilled technician.
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Emphasis is strong on the physical fitness program. The three swim
ming pools are in use continuously by classes in life saving, swim
ming and the different methods of remaining afloat against the time
when order to "abandon ship" is heard. The Commando course
with its numerous and difficult obstacles to be conquered help to
keep our Bluejackets, Marines and WAVES in the best physical
condition so that the hardships of modern war will not find them
lacking in this most important requirement. Early morning exer
cises start the day off with a bang.

Boxing is a serious business, as

In hand-to-hand combat, on

well as a sport at NATTC. The

the Commando course, through

station's team participated

cross-country roadwork and in

victoriously in the Golden

practice at disarming an ad

Gloves tournaments and every

versary, the men of this Naval

student takes his turn with the

activity get their training for

gloves in intramural competi-

the day when they may meet
the enemy face to face.

Every type of sport comes in for attention here. Big league base
ball and football players now in the Service dot the roster of the
Bluejackets' diamond and gridiron squads. In basketball, baseball,
football, archery, soccer and all the kindred types of clean athletic
contests the Bluejackets, Marines and WAVES of the Training
Center are piling up a victory record of which the Navy can well
be proud.
Competitive athletic sports play a big part in the physical fitness
program as well as furnishing relaxation and excitement. In these
games the great importance "of team work so necessary to our fight
ing forces is thoroughly emphasized.

The way to a Bluejacket's heart may not be through

Scenes like these are typical of the Center's bakery

his stomach, but the mess halls at NATTC are the most

and of its cold storage plant, keeping chow lines piled

patronized buildings on the grounds. Here they heed

with cakes,- pies, fresh bread and the best of meats.

the welcome call to come and get it.

Qyimusements-

•

Entertainment of every sort, some sent in by the USO and some arranged here by the Welfare and Rec
reation Department, comes to the Center. Here Commander Buehler congratulates Laslo Halasz, noted
conductor of the American Symphony Orchestra, on his concert tour. Bonnie Beth Byler, famed as the
1943 Maid of Cotton, has sung twice in the local NATTC frolics.

The musical needs of the base are furnished by the "Navy Blues" and the "Navy
Golds," which are composed of some of the nation's best known musicians and
singers who have joined the Navy and are making an all-out effort to make life
on the Base more enjoyable.

'Tis a far cry from the corner drug store in the
old home town to the soda fountain parlors at
NATTC, but the three large recreation buildings
bridge that gap beautifully for servicemen or
women with a thirst for a soft drink. Sunday
afternoons or in the evening before taps, these
are the spots for relaxation and refreshment.

fJt'/A

Home to the Bluejacket at NATTC is represented by modern barracks
such as the ones depicted here. The men of the Navy rest secure, unworried
by such hazards as fire,

well aware that the station's up-do-date fire

partment is ever on the alert to extinguish the slightest blaze.

de

In such barracks do the WAVES make
their homes, living from individual

There are four large Medical Dispensaries and a Dental Clinic
where the men and women of the Training Center receive care
ful attention for their physical ailments. Care under the vigilant

lockers, gathering in the recreation

eyes of our Naval doctors, selected from the best of our country,

rooms to sew, write letters home, or

means not merely corrective care, but active measures for keep

"shoot the breeze" like any bluejacket

ing health at the peak. Preventive steps against the occurrence

might do after a long day's training in

of disease are a matter of routine. New and modern equipment
provides an amazing range of facilities.

the hangar.
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CARPENTER SHOP

* !E^
The Public Works Department boasts equipment and
experts sufficient to fix practically anything. The
station laundry also is one of the largest and finest of
its type in the United States.

Printed matter needed for all departments can be turned
out on short notice by the well-equipped Print Shop.
The station newspaper, a weekly aptly labeled the
BLUEJACKET, is read avidly by all hands. The Photo
graphic department is well equipped to picture the many
and varied activities of the base. Lest we forget—The.
slushy and heatless days seem far off now, as we scan
the conveniences of the base today.
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